THE END OF THE BLACK LEGEND   133

significance to many of the names which Professor
Castillejo has enumerated in the previous paragraph.
Anarchism suggests outlaws, vowed to political murder.
Communism implies a much closer connection with
Russia than existed until well after the revolt of 1936,
and the outbreak of war. Probably anarchism, in its
insistence on village self-government, and its mixture
of Bakunin's inclination for disorderly rebellion with
Tolstoyan idealism* is far better suited to the Spanish
temperament than either fascism or communism. Both
of the latter depend ultimately on rigid centralization,
on the machine-gun, and on complete control of every
means of self-expression.

Certainly when war came it was these two warring
but very similar creeds which rose to the top. Fascism,
of course, completely dominates General Franco's terri-
tory, and the Communist leaders tended to be the most
practical and energetic element on the Government
side. But in the five years which followed Primo de
Rivera's dictatorship, the politicians groped about for
some definite alignment. The political groups swung first
to the left; then back to the right, when Gil Robles
entered the Cabinet, and the Government came under
the leadership of Lerroux with the support of * Ceda5*
the confederation of right wing parties. Finally, after the
suppression of the 1934 revolt by Moorish troops,
and the incarceration of 30,000 citizens for political
offences, the swing was decidedly to the left, and was
reflected in the 1936 elections.

The republic of 1931 showed some of the weaknesses
which are most likely to attack a democratic Govern-
ment after a period of autocratic rule. The fear of
armed reaction hangs over such government, tending
to paralyse constructive work, and encouraging a